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Depot News from Painesville  

The Depot Dispatch 
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Happy New Year  
   With the new year upon us, it 

is already looking like it will be 

another busy and profitable one.  

  We have added two events dur-

ing our closed season. First we 

have added óCelebrating Abra-

ham Lincoln  Birthday on Febru-

ary 13th. We are doing this as a 

joint venture with the Lake Coun-

ty Historical Society. (see page 8). 

   Second event that has been 

added is back by popular de-

mand, we have added a second 

ñOò gauge model train sale day 

on February 21st. (see page 9). 

   We will be at the January  

24th, 2026 TCA model train 

show at Berea Fairgrounds. We 

are looking forward to another 

great day there. See page 7. 

  Railfest Dinner is just around 

the corner on March 21st, 2026 

and Railfest Model Train Show 

will be here before you know it. 

See pages 11 & 12.  

  It is with a heavy heart that I 

have to report the passing of one 

of our members, Jim Hradesky. 

See page 3. 

   We will be introducing our Me-

morial Plaque ñLast Train Rideò 

at the January 13th meeting.  

   As we have now expanded our 

WiFi to the Engine Barn we are 

now in the process of adding 

new security cameras in the 

barn. 

   At the January 2026 meeting 

we will be voting for two of our 

BOD members. Frances Meinke  

and Dan Chuppa are up for re-

election.  

Membership dues are due as of 

January 1st, 2026. At the Janu-

ary 2025 , membership meeting 

we voted to revise our bylaws it 

will increase the membership 

dues by $10.00.  

Happy New Year to all! 

        Be 

safe. 

T o m 

Inside 

This months Membership meeting is January 13, 2026  
 BOD meeting is January 27, 2026  

Dues are Due! 
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Upcoming Dates and Events  Depot Dispatch 

The Depot Dispatch is an official publication of 

The Western Reserve Railroad Association, 

Painesville Railroad Museum, Painesville, Ohio. It 

is published approximately once a month and is 

posted on the Depot Website free of charge. An 

electronic version of the newsletter will be 

emailed to members and a hard copy will be 

available at the Depot upon request.. Information 

regarding The Depot Dispatch, Depot activities 

and events may be obtained by writing to 3942 E. 

364th St., Willoughby, Ohio 44094 or sending an 

e-mail to cleveshows@att.net. The Depot Dis-

patch and Depot activities and special events are 

funded by open houses, contributions, donations 

and annual fundraisers. All comments and opin-

ions are welcome. Those views expressed in The 

Depot Dispatch do not necessarily reflect the poli-

cies or opinions of the Western Reserve Railroad 

Association. 

The Western Reserve Railroad Association  

DBA  

 Painesville Railroad Museum  

www.painesvillerailroadmuseum.org 

501(c)3 Non-profit 
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   It is with a heavy heart that I 

have to report on the passing of 

Jim Hradesky. 

   Jim has been a member of the 

museum since 2019. 

   James E. Hradesky, age 82 of 

Eastlake, passed away December 

15th, 2025 at Lake West Medical 

Center surrounded by his family. 

He was born October 30th, 1943 in 

Monaca, PA. Jim was a member of 

the Western Reserve Railroad As-

sociation. He enjoyed cars, model 

railroad trains, and spending time 

with his family. Jim was the loving 

husband of 58 years to Mary Hra-

desky (nee Bracale). 

New T-shirts for 2026 

At the January 13th membership 

meeting we will 

be voting  on a 

new T-shirt for 

the gift shop.  

We need to de-

cide on color 

and neck style.  
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Christmas Dinner  
   Mother nature bless us with a great day for our 

Christmas Dinner.  Just enough snow to add to 

the spirt of the season! We were blessed with 50 

of our members and family attending. The food 

was once again outstanding from IGA Rideout 

and Texas Roadhouse. This year we even in-

cluded HoBo beans thanks to Luisa.  

   Because of heath reason, R.J. Price was una-

ble to attend our Fundraiser Dinner to receive his 

Hall of Fame award. He was at the Christmas 

Dinner and George Anderson presented him with 

his well deserving award. 

   And a very big Thank You to Paul Hach for his 

donation to pay for the dinner!!! 

A special thanks to Jim, Edna, Diane and 

Fran for serving the great food! 
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TCA Winter Train Show  
   

The TCA Winter Train Show is on Saturday, January 24, 2026. Hours of the show 

are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and setup is 7 a.m.  We have three tables. 


