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New Year future is Bright 
  With the New Year, I see our fu-
ture being very bright. We have 
ended 2018 with a healthy 
Treasury after an active restora-
tion season.  

 

 Many good things over this past 
year, new garden tractor, a sec-
ond one was also donated, new 
grill, flag pole, more bricks being 
laid on patio, express room re-
stored with 3 bay sink and hand 
wash sink for food preparation, 
new picnic tables and benches 
just to name a few items.  

 

 The Elections will be held at our 
January 8, 2019 meeting. The 
ballet will be President, Vice 
President, Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and 5 Board members. The BOD 
members who's term ends are: 
Paul Hach, Sr., Dennis Marano, 
Rob Romig, Scott Cumming, Ter-
ry Mowery.  
 

 

    Sweaters:  Sweaters are in.  

 

2019 future plans are being 

made. We will have our annual 

fundraiser dinner at Harry Buffalo 

some time in April, date to be set 

soon. 

 

This year we are planning a new 

event, Hobo Day on July 27, 

2019. We will be cooking Hobo 

Stew over an open fire and of 

course we will also have Hobo 

Beans. Live music is also being 

planned.  

 

And of course many of the past 

events are also being planned. 

 

 Tom Pescha, V.P. 

 

Inside 

Dues are Due 
Dues are due as of January 1, 2019 

Elections 
It is time for elections of our Officers and 5 BOD members. 

Election will take place at our January 8, 2019 meeting  
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Christmas Train Show 
Trainmaster of Cleveland held its annual Christ-

mas Train Show at Lakeland Community Col-

lege on December 9, 2019. The depot was do-

nated 14 tables to sale items that have been do-

nated to us for resale.  

Attendance was very good and steady all day 

long. The  depot did very well on sales. Thank 

you to all who help Rob both on Saturday and 

Sunday.  
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Christmas  Dinner 
The Painesville Railroad Museum held it 

annual Christmas Dinner on Saturday, 

December 1. Fifty-three guest and mem-

bers were in attendance. The food was 

once again outstanding with no com-

plaints from anyone. Our guest speaker, 

Rich  Kasperzak presented his program 

on the B & O Lake Line. This is way for 

our officers and BOD members to thank 

all our members who do so much to make 

us what we are. And a special Thank You 

to Paul Hack for donating the food to 

make this possible.   THANK YOU ALL!! 
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Caboose Restoration 
This past summer, Dale and his crew has been 

working on restoring the inside of our caboose. 

Although not yet done, because of cold weather, 

much has been completed. 

Caboose C2124, built and formerly owned by 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, is on display at 
the Painesville Railroad Museum in Painesville, 
Ohio. 
 

This is a center cupola caboose. The American 
Association of Railroads (AAR) type is M930, 
and the AAR class is NE (caboose mounted on 
eight wheels and longer than four-wheel ca-
boose, but of the same general design). 
 

The caboose is about 33 feet, 10 inches long 
and about 14 feet high. The body weighs about 
36,500 pounds, and each wheel base (or 
"truck") weighs 5,000 pounds. 
 

This caboose was built by the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad in April 1927 at its shops at Washing-
ton, Indiana. 
 

The B&O conceived of an upgraded type of ca-
boose, the I-5, in 1924. The superstructure of 
previous cabooses were made of wood, but the I
-5s would have a steel frame and steel ends. 
The prototype was numbered C-1900. A total of 
401 cabooses were produced between 1924 
and 1929. (The extra one was a wreck replace-
ment.) Early I-5s had four-pane side windows, 
while later production models had a single pane. 
The I-5s were painted Freight Car Brown with 
black railings, white grab irons, and white letter-
ing. During and just after World War II, the cars 
were repainted Devil's Red. 
 

The I-5C was the improved I-5. It had an elon-
gated wheel base and a concrete slab beneath 
the floor boards. It's not clear when production 
began, how many were made, or where they 
were built. 
 

The I-5Ds were upgraded I-5Cs. Their tool box-
es were removed, the arch bar trucks replaced, 
and they had AB brakes. Some later production 
model I-5Ds had toilets and oil stoves. Because 
the toilets blocked a window, I-5Ds usually (but 

not always) had one window removed and re-
placed with wood siding. It's not clear when pro-
duction began, how many were made, or where 
they were built. 

 

This caboose was converted from an I-5 to an I-
5D at the Gassaway, West Virginia, shops in 
April 1953. Its original "K" brakes were replaced 
with "AB" brakes in July 1953. 

About 1963, one of the side windows was 
blocked off. This is because the stove inside the 
caboose blocked this window. About this time, 
the car was painted yellow in accordance with 
the Chessie System paint scheme. (The B&O 
merged with the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad in 
1963.) 

Continued on page 5 



Depot Dispatch                                                                               January 2019                                                        Volume V Issue 1   Page 5 

 5 

About 1963, one of the side windows was 
blocked off. This is because the stove inside the 
caboose blocked this window. About this time, 
the car was painted yellow in accordance with 
the Chessie System paint scheme. (The B&O 
merged with the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad in 
1963.) 

The caboose received an Automatic Car Identifi-
cation (ACI) plate and a new coat of paint in De-
cember 1970 at the railroad's shops in Chillico-
the, Ohio. 
 

The C2124 caboose was retired by the road in 
December 1975 and acquired by the Lubrizol 
Corporation for $1,000 the same month. Lubrizol 
invested about $6,750 in gutting the caboose, 
replacing the windows, and upgrading the interi-
or. The company used it as a break area, meet-
ing space, storage space, and for other purpos-
es. 
 

Lubrizol stopped using the caboose in 1992. The 
firm donated the caboose to the Painesville Rail-
road Museum in 2000. The caboose was de-
stroyed by arson on March 22, 2006. The muse-
um began a rebuild in 2011, which the outside 
was completed in the summer of 2015. The re-
build has been restored it to a pre-1963 condi-
tion. 
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Winter Restoration 
Part of this years Winter restoration is repairs to 

the wall under the Bay Window area and the 

flooring. This area suffered water damage over 

the years when there was only plywood over the 

windows, and some of the windows were either 

broken or missing completely.  
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Christmas Lights 
 For the fourth year in a row, the Paines-

ville Railroad Museum has won 1st 

place in the Painesville City, Ward One, 

Commercial - Holiday Lighting Contest.  



Depot Dispatch                                                                               January 2019                                                        Volume V Issue 1   Page 8 

 8 

DOD Train 

Sat. Jan. 5, 2019 Antque & Collectible Toy Show ,9 am - 2 pm 
 
Tue. Jan 8, 2019 Membership meeting - Election 6 pm 
 
Tue. Jan 22, 2019 BOD meeting, 6 pm 
 
Tue. Feb. 12, 2019 Membership meeting  6 pm 
 
Tue. Feb. 26, 2019 BOD meeting, 6 pm 
 
Tue. March 12, 2019 Membership meeting  6 pm 
 
Sat. - Sun. March 16 - 17, Railfest Model Train Show ,10 am - 4 
pm, Lakeland Community College. 
 
Sat. March 16, Railfest Dinner, 5:30 pm at Depot.  
 
Tue. March 26, 2019 BOD meeting, 6 pm 
 
For a complete list of locate Train and Toy Shows visit 
www.cleveshows.com 

Upcoming Dates and Events Depot Dispatch 

The Depot Dispatch is an official publication of 
The Western Reserve Railroad Association, 
Painesville Railroad Museum, Painesville, Ohio. It 
is published approximately once a month and is 
posted on the on the Depot Website free of 
charge. An electronic version of the newsletter 
will be emailed to members and a hard copy will 
be available at the Depot. Information regarding 
The Depot Dispatch, Depot activities and events 
may be obtained by writing to 3257 Center Road, 
Perry, Ohio 44081 or sending an e-mail to cyber-
len@roadrunner.com. The Depot Dispatch and 
Depot activities and special events are funded by 
open houses, contributions, donations and annual 
fundraisers. All comments and opinions are wel-
come. Those views expressed in The Depot Dis-
patch do not necessarily reflect the policies or 
opinions of the Western Reserve Railroad Associ-
ation. 

The Western Reserve Railroad Association 

DBA 

 Painesville Railroad Museum 

www.painesvillerailroadmuseum.org 

501(c)3 Non-profit 

President:             Jim Wendorf 11381 Labrador Lane Concord, Ohio 44077      (440) 357-8890    wendorf@cvelimited.com  
 

Vice-President:   Tom Pescha 3942 E. 364 Street Willoughby, Ohio 44094         (216) 470-5780    cleveshows@att.net  
 

Secretary:            Leonard Kessler 3257 Center Rd. Perry, Ohio 44081                 (440) 417-6746    cyberlen@roadrunner.com  
 

Treasurer:            Dale Porter 6442 Lockwood Dr. Mentor, Ohio 44060               (440) 477-0133    ohiodap@gmail.com 
 

Editor:               Tom Pescha 3942 E. 364 Street Willoughby, Ohio 44094         (216) 470-5780    cleveshows@att.net 

 

NKP Station Painesville, 1956 

mailto:wendorf@cvelimited.com
mailto:cleveshows@att.net
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Come and join us for a 
day of fun at Hobo Day 
at the Painesville Rail-
road Museum on July 27, 
2019 from 10 am to 8 
pm. We will have a Hobo 
Stew and Hobo Beans 
being cooked over a 
open wood fire, just like 
how the hobos of days 
gone by would have 
done.  

 

Hamburg’s and Hot Dogs 
will also be available.  

 

Enjoy the sounds of live 
music by the Miracle 
Band from 4 pm to 7 pm. 

 

There will be Free face 
painting for the children.  

 

Come in the spirit of the 
day and get in Costume 
and be part of our Cos-
tume Contest. 

 

And don’t forget a day of 
railfanning.  

 

Admission: $5.00 adult, 
$3.00 child (3 to 12 year 
old)           

$12.00 Family (max 2 adults, 3 children) 

 

Food Donations extra.  


